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  SALES@WEPS.ORG.UK

    01491 827825    

UNIT I MOSES WINTER WAY

OPEN TO THE
TRADE & PUBLIC

Lighting Supplies and Accessories

Shaun Guard
TV
& WIFI 
SERVICES
■ Aerials - supplied, repaired & poor reception 

solved
■ Satellite - Sky Q dish upgrades, discreet dish 

installation also foreign TV
■ Internet - blackspots cured, data cables to 

your TVs / computer
■ TVs - hung on your wall or set up & tuned

Call Wallingford 
01491 833282

www.oxfordaerials.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and supported  Window on Wallingford Magazine.

Masterfloors
Contract and Domestic Flooring Specialists

20 St. Martin’s Street
Wallingford

Oxon. OX10 0AL
Tel: 01491 833701

Free estimates

  www.masterfloorswallingford.co.uk 

BEAVER
SECURITY

Specialists in 
Security Systems

• Intruder Alarms  • CCTV
• Access Control • Fire Alarms 

• Installation  • Service

01491 260 380  



Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information printed in 
the magazine, the Editor and Publisher do not accept any responsibility for the 
consequences of any errors that may occur.
Material published in the Window on Wallingford Magazine is copyright, but 
normally the Editor will be pleased to grant permission for it to be reproduced, 
if asked on each occasion. The opinions published in this magazine are not 
necessarily those of the Editor, Publisher or   
WoW. Adverts will continue to run unless cancelled.

 

To advertise in Window on Wallingford please contact us on 
info@windowonwallingford.co.uk 

Adverts: 
Must be sent in JPEG or PDF formats in their highest  quality.

Advert sizes: 
95mmx53mm / 110mmx95 mm/ 192mmx50 mm

Articles: 
Please provide any photos or images including logos (jpeg files)

you would like in your article. 

Hi Everyone

I would like to start by saying a huge thankyou to Reggie 
at Wallingford Tyres and Exhausts, for sorting a little 
tyre problem out that I had.  He is such a lovely chap.  
Thanks Reggie.

If you are a landlord, or you have a one-bedroom 
property to let, want a guaranteed rent for 5 years then 
please read the article on page 11.

Team WoW really want to 
start a recipe page.  I love 
cooking, not good at cakes 
but not bad at pies and stews. 
We all have our favourite 
recipes, new ones, slightly 
changed ones, ones passed 
down from our Mums or Grandmas. They may be quick 
dishes or take a little time to cook but are well worth the 
effort.  These are the type of recipes I am looking for please.

I know you may want to keep them a secret but please 
send them into us so Team WoW can start a recipe page.  
If someone makes the recipe, they can send in a picture 
or a comment on how it went.  It will be fun and some-
thing for us “would be chefs” to do!!!  Thanking you in 
anticipation.

Now that we can go out a little bit more to cafes and 
restaurants, still being socially distanced we have 
started a “Restaurant Review” page. 

Lesley and her husband ate at Don Giovani and Lesley has 
written about their experience, the food, the ambiance, 
and the surroundings.  It sounds lovely, please have a look.  
We hope to bring you a monthly review from now on.

So, this is September, next month October, we are 
moving towards Christmas fast.  Sorry to use that word 
already. We will be looking at what is going to be on 
offer in Wallingford on the run up to and for Christmas 
in the  next edition of WoW. 

So, until next month...have fun but stay safe

  Editor: 
  Naomi Reddyhoff - info@windowonwallingford.co.uk

  Marketing, Accounts & Admin: 
  Jessica Dovey - jess@windowonwallingford.co.uk

  Distribution: 
  Jean Cowley - cowleycampers@yahoo.com

  Advertising sales: 
  Lesley Longden - lesley@windowonwallingford.co.uk

Welcome to your community magazine

Deadline date to submit adverts 
and articles for October issue: 

7th September 2020

OAK FRAME SPECIALISTS

TEL: 01491 659093 - EMAIL: hello@countrysideoak.co.uk
WEBSITE: www.countrysideoak.co.uk

“The quality of the work
is excellent, and the
experience was very

smooth, highly
professional”

Cover Photo:  Tony Stead, Cholsey & Wallingford Railway

John Hall, the Cholsey postie, has been dressing up every day of 
the current Coronavirus pandemic. Here is accompanied by Alison 
Crotch-Harvey (driver), Tony Stead (Guard) and Tony Peters (work-
man) at Cholsey Station with the Cholsey and Wallingford Railway. 
Calendars featuring John's more adventurous outfits will be on 
sale later this year in support of local charities from various outlets 
including the Coffee Stop and Wallingford Station.



E. quote@firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

HAVE TROUBLE
WITH YOUR TREES?
NEED SOME HELP? ASK THE EXPERTS

 • Tree removal • Tree pruning
 • Tree thinning • Tree felling
 • Stump grinding • Landscaping
 • Hedge trimming • Fencing

We are city & guilds nptc qualified and insured
you can feel safe dealing with us.

Call now to see how we can help Free no obligation quote

T. 07889 881 525
firstclasstreesurgeons.co.uk

G.R. Galliford
Graham

07762 650 809
01491 824583

g.galliford@btinternet.com

Mini Digger 
with Operator
Block Paving

Driveways
Patios

Fencing
Drop Kerbs

Groundwork

Domestic Maintenance
Window Cleaning

Conservatory Roof Cleaning
Gutter Clean / Repair

Patio / Driveway Clean
Waste Removal

Gardening
Hedge Cutting

Painting and Decorating
Fencing

and much more...

For a FREE quotation please call Sam on
07926 415 176 

Also follow SB Domestic Maintenance on Facebook for an up 
to date portolio of completed works and monthly special offers  

A.G.CURTAIN 
DESIGN LTD 

BEAUTIFUL 
CURTAINS, BLINDS 

&  
SOFT FURNISHINGS 

01491 834237 

 

Made Exclusively For Your Home 
Bespoke Curtains & Soft Furnishings 

• 15 years serving clients in South Oxfordshire 
• 1,000’s of design lead fabrics to choose from 
• Expert making and fitting service 
• Curtains & Soft Furnishings 
• Poles – tracks – finials & tie backs 
• Cushions - lamp shades & headboards  
• Made to order promptly & efficiently 
• Free measure & quotation service 

 

Blinds & Shutters 
Modern & Contemporary 
 

• Wooden & Venetian 
• Roller & Vertical 
• Perfect fit & Faux Wood 
• Made to fit your windows 
• Inside & Outside recess fit 
• Manual & Remote controls 
• For all rooms in your home 

or business 
 
 

 
VISIT OUR RETAIL STORE AT 3 ST, PETERS PLACE, WALLINGFORD, OXON. OX10 0BG 

www.agcurtaindesign.com 

EST 1974 Family Run Business

Telephone: 01491 836974

www.tomcottrelllandscapes.com
Email: tomcottrelllandscapes@gmail.com

Orchard Cottage, High Road, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Nr Wallingford, Oxon OX10 0PS

All tree aspects - Dave Cottrell

Felling • Reducing • Reshaping 
• Thinning, Removal • Pollarding 

• Shrub & Tree Pruning • Dead Wood 
• Removal Hedge Management 

• Stump Grinding

Garden & Landscaping Services
Turfing • Hedge & Grass Cutting 

• Planting • Fencing • Patios 
• General Garden Maintenance 

• Garden Renovation & Construction 
• Woodchip Mulch 

• Seasoned Logs & Kindling Wood

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and supported  Window on Wallingford Magazine.



Home Visits also available 

Enquiries: 01865 241 358 or  
louise.dennis@mallams.co.uk 
www.mallams.co.uk 

Thinking of 
selling your 
Jewellery?

Mallams
1788

Mallams specialist  
Louise Dennis FGA DGA, 
is available to give free confidential 
valuations on any piece(s) you are 
considering selling at auction. 

Cholsey & Wallingford Railway
In these difficult times it was great to see old and new 
friends visit Wallingford Station when we had an Open Day 
in early August. Many local residents have been stopping at 
the Coffee Stop at the Station (now open Tuesday-Sat-
urday, from 8.30am to 3pm) and asking about all the 
construction work that has been going on. The most ob-
vious feature is, of course, the Brunellian Victorian Canopy 
that was removed from Maidenhead. It is certainly going to 
transform the station and make the whole site much more 
of a heritage site for visitors. By the time you read this most 
of the work, which has been generously funded by the Rail-
way Heritage Trust, will have been completed we hope. Just 
beyond the canopy we have taken the opportunity that the 
Covid-19 closure has caused to also extend the platform in 
readiness for the installation of a signal box and extra points 
to allow the loco to run round. This wouldn’t have been 
possible without co-operation from Lidl but alas the devel-
opers of the land behind Lidl are being far less co-operative 
despite the local Wallingford and SODC plans identifying a 
part of this land for use for access and the railway. 

Of course what we all want is to be able to run our trains 
again; some larger railways have re-opened but with the 
additional coach cleaning and spacing of passengers it is 
hard for smaller railways to re-open but we are certainly 
looking at trying to run our Santa Specials albeit with lower 
capacity and with Santa perhaps relocating his grotto. If you 
think you could assist as a volunteer do please drop in at the 
Station for a chat, the best times are Thursday morning or 
anytime Saturday although with the construction work going 
on there is somebody there most days!

Call:  Fiona on 07779 329352
Visit:  www.fushiadesign.com
Email:  fiona@fushiadesign.com

Selling or Renting out Your Property?

Virtual furniture & 

Rental furniture & 

Complete design, 

          accessories styling

          accessories staging

         supply & install service

Our styled and staged properties stand out from the crowd,
meaning they sell quicker and more profitably

5

The development of the station 
area and platform extension would 
not have been possible without help
from Grundons who have supplied sand 
and gravel, moved large items and even 
blasted and painted metalwork for us to 
create a better heritage appearance. We are 
also grateful to Oxford Construction Limited 
who have helped with excavations and 
bricklaying. We have also been working 
with another local firm, Fugro, who are 
using our railway to test and calibrate 
equipment that they are using on the 
‘big railway’. It is help and support from
 local firms like this that really allow the 
Cholsey and Wallingford’ to keep going 
and, hopefully, improve.
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Dr. A. Ratti BDS (Hons) Kings College London

ST MARY’S DENTAL PRACTICE
New patients welcome

Affordable quality private dental service  
from a caring team

New maintenance plan available from Jan 2018
Call for more information

01491 825 252
www.stmarysdental.co.uk

Red Lion 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell

Under Old Management!!
 

Sue and Bob 
are back at the helm

 
Open:  

Monday 
evening 6pm - 10pm bar only

Tuesday - Saturday.  
Lunch 12 - 2pm  bar 12-3pm

Lunch Dinner 6.30 - 9. Bar 6 - 11
Sunday 

Lunch 12 - 2.30pm   bar 12 -9

01491 837373
www.redlionbrightwell.co.uk

FB: RedLionBrightwellcumSotwell
Susanrobson2@gmail.com

Please mention Window on Wallingford if you respond to any of our advertisements

BEAVER
SECURITY

Specialists in 
Security Systems

01491 260 380  

01491 826752
info@morethanimages.co.uk
www.morethanimages.co.uk

Family Portraits
in the studio or out on location
 
More Than Images, 5&7 The Arcade, Wallingford

www.morethanimages.co.uk

Red Lion 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell

Under Old Management!!
 

Sue and Bob 
are back at the helm

 
Open:  

Monday 
evening 6pm - 10pm bar only

Tuesday - Saturday.  
Lunch 12 - 2pm  bar 12-3pm

Lunch Dinner 6.30 - 9. Bar 6 - 11
Sunday 

Lunch 12 - 2.30pm   bar 12 -9

01491 837373
www.redlionbrightwell.co.uk

FB: RedLionBrightwellcumSotwell
Susanrobson2@gmail.com

Wallingford 
Photographic Club
Wallingford Photographic Club allows people of all 
ages and levels of experience to meet like-minded in-
dividuals and learn how to improve their photography 
through chatting to club members, presentations by 
visiting speakers, and regular competitions. 

The club meets every Thursday at 7.30pm for 
an 8pm start (7.45 start on competition eve-
nings) at Crowmarsh Pavilion.

In November, we will have a talk by Alan Colegrave 
ARPS called ‘Why and a Little How’ on the 7th, then 
a talk by Rojer Weightman on ‘Still Life – 
Allegory, Vanitas and Momento Mori’ on the 14th, 
followed by our No Set Subject 2 competition on the 
21st and a practical evening on the 28th.

See www.wallingfordphoto.club for more information and 
come along to a meeting –visitors are always welcome!

Emily Dunn

In this engaging journey of discovery throughout the museum, 
you’ll be invited to share any local knowledge you may have 
and to reminisce about your own history. Old and young alike 
can enjoy ‘hands on’ activities, discovering the secrets of 
garden archaeology and tracing the passage of time through 
photographs and objects, all of which reflect the changing 
face of Wallingford.  

The exhibition runs throughout the museum, with a sheet to 
guide people round. There are ‘hands on’ things for children - 
a ‘Family Friendly’ experience.

Wallingford Museum

Your very last chance to see.....

There is a last chance to see this year’s special  exhibition 
‘Once upon a time…’ - the changing face of Wallingford at 
Wallingford Museum, as the Museum closes for the winter 
on the 30th November, to prepare for new presentations in 
2020.
 
This exhibition is about how we connect with times past by 
exploring Wallingford’s history and archaeology. Wherever we 
live, the familiar surroundings of our houses, our streets and 
our town, can remind us of the people that came before us, 
their work and their lives shaping our present and our future.

The Museum is open until 30 November on Tuesdays to 
Fridays 2.00pm - 5.00pm, and Saturdays 10.30am - 5.00pm. 
Judy Dewey                  
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk

A much loved English legend, combined with traditional pantomime fun, as Robin 
and his trusted band of Merry Men try to outfox the baddy we love to hate!

Can Robin thwart the plans of the wicked Sheriff of Nottingham? Of course he can. 
But you’ll have to come along to see how Maid Marian and the Babes are saved. 

When: January 17th to February 1st 2020
Where: Corn Exchange, Wallingford
Tickets: on sale in December from Corn Exchange box office 01491 825000 
Or online at http://www.cornexchange.org.uk

Robin Hood 
and the Babes in the Wood

Like us on Facebook: @windowonwallingford     Contact us: info@windowonwallingford.co.uk17

It will soon be Pantomime season in 
Wallingford and production is underway!

Sinodun Players present Robin Hood and the Babes in 
the Wood - a rollicking good tale of derring-do in the 
Forest of Sherwood. 

HAMILTON DOMESTIC SERVICES

Provider of reliable & trustworthy domestic assistance in 
the home. On hand to assist you with any of life’s littles 

challenges around your home or in your daily life.

Please call Joan on 07960 134614
References are available up on request

38 Sinodun Road, Wallingford Tel: 01491 837932

Fruit & Vegetables    Newspapers    Magazines
Beers & Wines    Mobile Top-up Vouchers

Plus the National Lottery

best value locally
Opening hours: 

Mon-Sat. 6.00am-8.00pm
Sunday 6.30am-1.00pm

SINODUN ROAD

WANTAGE ROAD
DIDCOT

STATION ROAD

ANDREW ROAD

GARAGE

St NICHO
LAS ROAD

WE ARE HERE

BEAVER
SECURITY

Specialists in 
Security Systems

• Intruder Alarms  • CCTV
• Access Control • Fire Alarms 

• Installation  • Service

01491 260 380  

www.busybrushcafe.co.uk
Email: hello@busybrushcafe.co.uk

Tel: 01491 598818
Busy Brush, 11 St Mary’s Street, Wallingford, OX10 0EL

A quirky craft cafe for adults and children in the heart of 
Wallingford. Paint pottery, try decopatch or simply enjoy a 

great selection of loose-leaf teas, coffee and cakes.

R G PARK
FOR ALL YOUR CHRISTMAS REQUIREMENTS

Totally Traditional TURKEYS
Peachcroft Farm Free Range GEESE

West Hagbourne BEEF • Home Cooked HAMS
Streatley LAMB • Watlington PORK

FRUIT & VEGETABLES •  LOCAL CHEESES
All you need for a perfect festive dinner

visit us at www.rgparkbutchers.co.uk or
5 The Pound, Cholsey, OX10 9NS

01491 651300

JIM PINK (WALLINGFORD) LTD

NEW & USED CAR SALES  •  SERVICING ALL MAKES
MOT CENTRE  •  AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS

TYRES  •  BATTERIES  •  EXHAUSTS

CAR SALES  •  SERVICE CENTRE

Wood Street Garage, Wood Street, Wallingford
01491 836017
01491 836022
07342 630396

www.jimpink.co.uk
info@jimpink.co.uk

The Friendly Family Firm
Serving the Motorist since 1960

1960-2019

59
Please mention Window on Wallingford if you respond to any of our advertisements

38 Sinodun Road, Wallingford Tel: 01491 837932

Fruit & Vegetables    Newspapers    Magazines
Beers & Wines    Mobile Top-up Vouchers

Plus the National Lottery

best value locally
Opening hours: 

Mon-Sat. 6.00am-8.00pm
Sunday 6.30am-1.00pm

SINODUN ROAD

WANTAGE ROAD
DIDCOT

STATION ROAD

ANDREW ROAD

GARAGE

St NICHO
LAS ROAD

WE ARE HERE

Tuesdays
Join us during term time     10:00am-11:30am FREE

Toddler Group

!

• All fitness levels welcome
• Social distancing measures in place

• All classes & gym sessions bookable via our app
admin@thebodytraininstudio.co.uk

www.thebodytrainingstudio.c.uk
77-78 High Street, Wallingford, OX10 0BX

01491 826682

The Friendly Family Firm
Serving the Motorist since 1960

1960-2020

60
   Years

JIM PINK (WALLINGFORD) LTD

NEW & USED CAR SALES  •  SERVICING ALL MAKES
MOT CENTRE  •  AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS

TYRES  •  BATTERIES  •  EXHAUSTS
CAR SALES  •  SERVICE CENTRE

Wood Street Garage, Wood Street, Wallingford
01491 836017
01491 836022
07342 630396

www.jimpink.co.uk
info@jimpink.co.uk

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and supported  Window on Wallingford Magazine.



Wallingford facilities impacted by COVID-19.
 
Wallingford Town Council shares the frustrations of many people, 
especially those with young families, who are impacted by the ongoing 
closure of the playground in the Bull Croft, the closure of the splashpark, 
and the increasing problem of litter on the river banks adjacent to the 
moorings. Nobody takes these issues lightly, but their ongoing resolution
is unfortunately another symptom of the coronavirus pandemic.
 
The playground was shut in the early stages of lockdown, and as a result of the extended period of inactivity, 
some mechanical components, based on a visual inspection, appear to be unsafe. The planned inspection in 
July did not take place as ROSPA, the contractor, could not attend due to their workload and despite our best 
efforts we have still not been able to secure a new inspection and repair by an appropriately qualified contrac-
tor. As we suspect there is a problem we are therefore taking the prudent course of action and keeping the 
playgrounds closed. For anybody who considers this to be an over-reaction, we would point out that Tower 
Hamlets council is currently being sued for £2million due to the death of a child on unsafe equipment which 
had not been inspected. We do not wish see a similarly tragic event in Wallingford.  As soon as we can source 
an inspection and repair, we will take all reasonable grounds to re-open the playgrounds.
 
The closure of the splash-park is again unfortunate. Whilst several town councillors have lobbied SODC to 
reopen this facility for the summer, we reluctantly accept the rationale that it is not possible. The transmissibil-
ity of COVID-19 in water is still unclear and the likely viable treatment methods would require chemical dis-
charges in to the Thames that require a thorough approvals process to demonstrate negligible environmental 
impact. Furthermore, the increased staffing required due to social distancing at other leisure venues that are 
re-opening means that the operator has had to make painful decisions on where to deploy its resources at a 
time when the profitability of any venue is uncertain. Government advice on the reopening of leisure centres 
arrived too late to develop the necessary procedures at the splash-park given the short summer season. We 
have been given assurances that SODC and the operator will start work early next year on plans to reopen 
the splash-park for 2021, and have been given further assurances that they will engage with the town council 
and local community at an early stage to seek collaborative solutions to overcome any difficulties that may be 
forthcoming next year.
 
An unfortunate consequence of the closure of the splash park has been a reduction in the routine ground 
maintenance – this is now being resolved by SODC and the operator.
 
Litter has become an increasing problem along the riverbank. The east and west banks are owned by the Town 
Council and SODC respectively, although the Town Council manages the moorings on both sides. A condition 
of all users of the moorings is that they dispose of their own litter in a responsible manner at off-site facilities. 
Whilst some litter cleaning activities were reduced during lockdown, these have now returned to normal. Town 
Council staff do undertake litter clearance activities but the volume of rubbish has been growing recently, for 
reasons which are unclear. SODC have agreed with their contractor, Biffa, that bins along the riverside will now 
be emptied twice daily. We will continue to work with SODC in keeping the area clear, but the ultimate respon-
sibility lies with individuals to properly dispose of their own rubbish. If you’ve brought it with you, please take 
it away.
 
Despite the easing of lockdown, activities are still impacted on a daily basis. We are working to resolve both 
a backlog of issues caused by the lockdown, and the ongoing reduction in various resources such as contrac-
tors across many services which we take for granted in normal times. We appreciate your understanding and 
patience at this time.
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‘NOW’ OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
MONDAY - FRIDAY

Fresh Co�ee / Tea and Homemade Cakes
Available 8.30am - 4.00pm

Freshly made Baguettes / Sandwiches & Rolls
Delicious Hot Dishes

Available Lunch Time Only

Ample Parking / Free ATM Machine

Come and try our Cafe Restaurant, located in the
Manor House at Howbery Park overlooking our 

beautiful lawns and new patio area.

For any queries, please contact
01491 822305

www.howberypark.com

MANOR HOUSE
CAFE RESTAURANT

Please mention Window on Wallingford if you respond to any of our advertisements

Dr. A. Ratti BDS (Hons) Kings College London

ST MARY’S DENTAL PRACTICE
New patients welcome

Affordable quality private dental service  
from a caring team

New maintenance plan available from Jan 2018
Call for more information

01491 825 252
www.stmarysdental.co.uk

Red Lion 
Brightwell-cum-Sotwell

Under Old Management!!
 

Sue and Bob 
are back at the helm

 
Open:  

Monday 
evening 6pm - 10pm bar only

Tuesday - Saturday.  
Lunch 12 - 2pm  bar 12-3pm

Lunch Dinner 6.30 - 9. Bar 6 - 11
Sunday 

Lunch 12 - 2.30pm   bar 12 -9

01491 837373
www.redlionbrightwell.co.uk

FB: RedLionBrightwellcumSotwell
Susanrobson2@gmail.com

Please mention Window on Wallingford if you respond to any of our advertisements

BEAVER
SECURITY

Specialists in 
Security Systems

• Intruder Alarms  • CCTV
• Access Control • Fire Alarms 

• Installation  • Service

01491 260 380  

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and supported  Window on Wallingford Magazine.



Wallingford Local Producers Market 
Thank you so much all the lovely customers who came to Wallingford Local 
Producers Market in July and August – and thank you for your comments. 
‘It’s so good to see you again’. ‘Thank you for being here’. ‘We’ve missed you so much’ 
– the feelings are mutual!
 
Wallingford Local Producers Market stalls are set out in the car park of Centre 70, 
where the Kinecroft meets Goldsmith’s Lane, OX10 0DT. 
 
The market is on every Saturday in September from 10am to 12 noon, and we’re celebrating our 13th birthday on the 19th.  
Please come along for a socially-distanced celebration!
 
September is the month of abundance. Mark Stevenson from The Clays smallholding in Warborough alternates with Matt 
Livingston from Enso Farm in Little Haseley.  The majority of their produce is home grown, with some from neighbouring 
organic farms, and a few products are sourced from elsewhere.
 
Keep up to date with Wallingford Local Producers Market news of stallholders and seasonal produce by signing up to our 
weekly email newsletter. Send an email to newsletter@wlpm.org.uk to be in the know!
 
We continue to receive enquiries from people keen to have a stall. Last month we welcomed Sophie George from Running Wild 
Flowers in Brightwell-cum-Sotwell.  Sophie cultivates a range of colourful flowers including traditional English country garden 
dahlias, roses, sweet peas, cosmos and zinnias alongside grasses, wild flowers and foraged boughs of berries and rosehips.
 
In September we’re delighted to have Alex, an expert chef who runs his business CLIQ Catering in Benson. Alex makes artisan 
street food, so look out for delicious ready-to-eat gourmet meat and vegan sausage rolls and hot drinks. 
 
We are considering having a few craft stalls inside Centre 70. This will be subject to Covid-19 risk assessment and Govern-
ment regulations. 

You can find WLPM on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/wallingfordlocalproducersmarket/
 

TUNE  IN  AND  EXERCISE 
& RAISE  MONEY  FOR  THE  SINODUN  PLAYERS

Carol Pedrick – long term member of the Sinodun Players, 
ex professional dancer and qualified fitness instructor – will 

be teaching “exercise to music” classes every Monday to 
raise money for the Sinodun Players charity.  

"If you want to keep fit and flexible and want a class that is fun 
then this is the one for you." W.B.

Classes start on Monday June 15th
The classes will be on line using ZOOM and can be done 
in the comfort of your own home.  Only enough room to 

swing your arms, kick your legs and take a couple of steps 
in each direction is needed.  Pay what you can afford:  

£2, £4 or £6 per session.  
All proceeds will go to the Sinodun Players charity.  

9.30 – 10.30:    Suitable for 50+ 
A complete workout with dance moves 

and body conditioning
11.00 – 12.00:  Suitable for 60+  

A class to improve movement, mobility and flexibility.  
Chairs are used for balance

For more information and to sign up, please contact 
Carol:  carolpedrick@hotmail.com

The Old Counting House
82E High Street, Wallingford, OX10 0BS

01491 833227
www.fullcircletravel.co.uk

Something to look forward to.
At Full Circle Travel we are still open and operating.
We would love to help book holidays for 2021 and 

provide something to look forward to.

Please get in touch to see how we can help create some moments.

Full Circle Travel - ABTA P7473
DD: 01491 522461  Main Tel:  01491 833227   

www.fullcircletravel.co.uk
Holiday time is precious, spend yours wisely....
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R G PARK

visit us at www.rgparkbutchers.co.uk or
5 The Pound, Cholsey, OX10 9NS

01491 651300

FRESHNESS
& FLAVOUR

Nothing’s sweeter than a 
fresh Lamb Chop or bunch 
of Asparagus from on the 

doorstep

PURCHASE 
LOCALLY

Come out and find the finest 
local produce. All supplied 
from within 30 miles. You'll 
feel good about being part of 

something bigger. 

YOUR
COMMUNITY

You’re part of the local 
economy, so you understand 

how important it is to keep this 
county vibrant and moving 

forward. We’re doing that, too!. 

Little Paws
Professional Dog Day Care 

& Home Boarding
Wallingford, Oxfordshire

Tel: 07805 268285
infolittlepaws@yahoo.com

www.facebook.com/littlepawswallingford

4* Licensed Facility - Insured
 Canine 1st Aid - DBS Checked

Fullers Road, Aston Tirrold,
Oxfordshire OX11 9EN

matt@chequersgarage.demon.co.uk
www.chequers-garage.com

At Chequers Garage we look after our customers as well 
as their cars. That’s why we have courtesy cars, offer local 
collection and delivery, explain your invoice in plain English 
and every car is washed before it is 
returned - not only will your car run 
well, it will look great too!

MOT
SERVICE

AIR CON
TYRES

Call today on 01235 850347

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and supported  Window on Wallingford Magazine.

si

We offer friendly informed assistance and an 
excellent range of books, audios and fine art stationery.

Many titles not stocked can be obtained 
within 24 hours.

THE WALLINGFORD BOOKSHOP
10C ST. MARTIN’S STREET
WALLINGFORD, OXFORDSHIRE OX10 0AL
Telephone / Fax: 01491 834383
Email: books@wallingfordbookshop.com
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Organise fuel bills, suppliers 
before winter - Citizens Advice tip
Did you know that Citizens Advice has advisers who can 
help you sign up with a new fuel or electricity company, 
or switch to a better tariff? 

There’s no charge for our time and you won’t be steered 
towards one particular supplier because we're impartial, 
having no links with any of them. We offer one-on-one ses-
sions (by telephone at present) and we'll take a close look at 
your individual situation.

Now is the time to sort it out before winter closes in with 
cold autumn gales. 

We can help you understand energy bills and various kinds of 
tariffs, supporting you if you want to switch and calculating 
the savings you might make. If you've fallen behind on bill 
payments, we can advise you on ways to reduce your debt by 
budgeting or trying a new payment scheme, for example. 

We can also tell you about energy efficiency measures 
around the house, like draught-proofing windows and 
doors and installing LED light bulbs. Grants may be availa-
ble to pay for thermal insulation.

We can check your benefit entitlements and help you to claim 
them if you're eligible. There are several helpful schemes like 
the Priority Services Register and the Warm Home Discount.

And if you have any complaints against your current supplier, 
we can help you resolve them.

Are you a landlord with a social 
conscience? Would you like a 
guaranteed rent for the next 5 
years?
Help young people thrive.
Local charity, Connection Support, is launching a new 
service in South Oxfordshire to provide supported accom-
modation for vulnerable young people. They are seeking 
one-bedroom flats for rent in Wallingford and Didcot to give 
these young people who have had a difficult start to life a 
place of their own to call home. Connection Support wants 
to help these young people thrive and live independently, 

Here are another eight great reasons for landlords to get 
involved:

• Low risk – we will lease your flat on behalf of the young 
person. We manage the tenancy and pay your rent. 
• Your property maintained – routine maintenance is 
covered by us under negotiation within the lease agree-
ment. Any damages will be repaired and at the end of the 
tenancy, the flat will be returned in the same condition it 
was initially received.
• No loss of income – guaranteed rent for five years. Con-
nection Support is not seeking any discount, they will pay 
the going monthly rent.  
 • Your property is regularly checked by our staff – 
Support Workers visit their clients most weekdays and will 
ensure that the flat is clean, tidy and undamaged.
• We’re looking to build working relationships with 
our landlords - if you have flats in these areas to rent but 
are currently full please say hello. You never know!
• The young tenants are supported – to keep to the 
conditions of the tenancy. Each has a Support Worker 
who sees them most weekdays.
• Unfurnished properties – we arrange to furnish the 
flats so you don’t need to worry.
• Sense of community – all young people sign up to 
behavioural ground rules before moving in. Connection 
Support engages positively with neighbours and any 
form of anti-social behaviour is taken extremely seriously.

Interested? 
If you are a landlord with one-bedroom flats to rent 
please contact Fiona O’Driscoll at Connection Support 
on ypsa@connectionsupport.org.uk or text her on 
07592 376634. For more information about Connection 
Support please visit connectionsupport.org.uk

www.greenwoodwindows.co.uk
greenwoodwindowsltd@gmail.com

01235 831 603 • 07854 304 948

You can find the relevant information on our 
website at www.citizensadvice.org.uk/energy 
or phone our Adviceline on 0300 330 9042.

  Relax Kids South Oxfordshire 

  @relaxkidssoxon 

  relaxkidssouthoxfordshire
Sophia Cleverly 

E. relaxkidssouthoxfordshire@gmail.com 
T. 07811268990

“Children see magic because they look for it.”



Communication                                              
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Increased internet use from home working and extra 
socialising online, brought the potential of technical 
issues though. Experts monitoring the extra load on 
the web, feared a potential meltdown at some point. 
For me personally, the system coped remarkably well, 
apart from an occasional dodgy skype connection or 
a Facetime freeze. So in a time when many of 
us were experiencing severe anxiety and 
distress, the internet rose as an unlikely 
champion of the Corona virus pandemic. 
In the great wars of history, from smoke signals and 
flags, to Morse code and radios, battles were decided 
due to the communication abilities of an army. Supply 
chains were maintained, and starvation, disease and 
defeat were kept at bay. Restrictions may be easing 
and they are not in the front line, but let’s nevertheless 
pay tribute to the technology and people that kept us 
together during lockdown.

Copyright © 2020 Kev Dyer All Rights Reserved

Choose from Zoom, 
house party, skype, 
facetime, Messenger, 
WhatsApp and many 
more means of virtual 
visitation. Gone are the 
days when Emails and 
Texts were the height of 
high-tech correspond-
ence! Lockdown hasn’t 
only encouraged people 
to explore the full poten

Home schooling is streamlined by internet access to the 
work set by teachers, as well as the wide scope of search 
engines for research. Mrs Bun teaches children 
how to bake tasty treats, while Joe Wicks 
bounces into your lounge to lead your kids 
through a fun workout. Whatever you do, don’t 
be foolish enough to join in, the NHS have enough work 
without the added problem of middle-aged back inju-
ries! On a more serious note though, scientists and med-
ical experts have been able to correspond throughout 
the world while severe travel restrictions were in place. 
Doctors have also been able to carry out consultations 
with patients that were otherwise unable to access 
medical attention. 

The virtual switchboard is accessible to all, 
24 hours a day, seven days a week.
Only those without internet access are excluded from this 
infinite virtual loop, and in this modern world there are very 
few of them. Even my 82-year-old mother is on the hub, 
she currently skypes me, uses messenger for chats with her 
granddaughters and facetime’s her friends in London. Al-
though internet communication will never replace human 
contact, it has been a source of great comfort and relief to 
many during lockdown. Frontline workers isolating 
from their families for safety reasons, were 
able to virtually kiss their kids’ goodnight. 
Grandparents have maintained a presence in the lives of 
their grandchildren, while following safety guidelines. People 
listed as highly vulnerable, have managed to keep some sort 
of contact in a time that might otherwise have seen them left 
alone, or put at greater risk than necessary.

It seems like only yesterday, that parents, child psy-
chologists and moany old blokes like me, had branded 
internet chatter channels as the devil’s tools. Their dark 
crimes knew no bounds, from erosion of traditional fam-
ily life, to the potential destruction of civil society. Ac-
cording to tech haters, the world would be overrun by 
social zombies, conversing via small screens permanent-
ly attached to one of their limbs. This bandwagon 
soon picked up extra passengers, conspir-
acy theorists declaring that something far 
more sinister was radiating into our lives. 
They perceived the web as a spy portal, allowing organ-
isations from online retailers to government agencies, 
unlimited access to our private lives. 
Then without so much as a polite warning, we were 
slammed with a viral pandemic of epic proportion, fol-
lowed rapidly by a worldwide lockdown. Suddenly, the 
population of the world (including me) can’t live with-
out remote communication.

tial of existing forms of digital connection, it has also 
inspired a fresh crop of advanced communications. 
You can do just about anything online now, from yoga 
classes and mindfulness sessions to business coaching 
and board meetings. Online shopping has seen the likes of 
Amazon and major supermarkets having to recruit thou-
sands of additional staff to meet the extra demand. There’s 
even a virtual pub on Facebook and people are enjoying 
anything from family quizzes to fancy dress Zoom discos.



" H O P E  F O R  T H E  V E R Y  B E S T
F O R  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S . . . B U T

D O  E N S U R E  Y O U ' R E
P R E P A R E D  F O R  T H E  W O R S T "

I'm an incurable optimist; the glass -for me- is always half full. As a business owner, its fair to

say that the events of this year have put my usual sunny mindset under quite a strain

however. What a year its been, and there are still more than 4 months to go!

While I'm not the right person to give financial advice to any other business owner, and for

sure you will all have been working closely with your accountants through lockdown, what I

can do 

is give you a few tips on the key actions you can take -today- to protect your loved ones :

Make a will. Now! 

Using an expert who knows their way around company and partnership assets is key. You

really haven't worked so hard to build up your business only for all of its value either to be

lost or transferred to the wrong people, when you die. And don't forget about your online

assets either: without leaving a secure note of your passwords, these could all be lost after

your death. 

Prepare a Power of Attorney.

If you really care about your employees, you'll want to ensure that if you suddenly became

incapacitated , for example Covid-19 struck and you were in a coma for weeks, you had

appointed somebody capable to take decisions and run the business in your absence . A

Lasting Power of Attorney is a very straightforward document to have in place and could

literally make the difference between your business surviving or failing.

 Know your business

Do get organised: make sure that you have a written note in an accessible place of exactly

what your business structure is, who owns the building you work from, who the shareholders

and directors are and who is able to access  the business finances:.this will make life so much

easier if there are any major changes needed and fast action has to be taken. Get close to

your numbers: its your business so no matter how much you're not a numebrs person, you

need to have a handle on what's coming and going out.

Inheritance Planning

Make plans for the long-term: if you're thinking of passing your assets on to your children

before your death, whether business, personal or both, do get proper inheritance planning

advice so that you make use of all available tax exemptions. Many of us feel that by

discussing these issues, we might be 'tempting fate' but by leaving it too late you certainly

aren't doing your loved ones any favours at all!

Digital Assets

The value of a business is increasingly made up of its intellectual property but I am always

amazed at how few people protect these in the same way as their physical assets. If you have

bitcoin or other digital currency, make sure that access details are held with your lawyer or

accountant. Decide who owns your photographs, videos, online music collection, website

and intellectual property in the event anything happens to you. Social media sites now allow

you to wipe your accounts automatically if you are no longer using them for a set amount of

time: maybe you want these to last in perpetuity even if you;re not about, but then again,

maybe you don't!

Pre-Nuptial Agreement If you're a business owner who's embarking on a new relationship

or getting married, do please think about putting a Cohabitation or Pre-Nuptial Agreement

in place. Think of it not as a bad omen but a smart insurance policy. 

Nicola Poole is the Managing Director of
Hedges Law, currently in its 231st year

providing legal services to the Wallingford
community & beyond. In the first of her

legal columns, she offers some words of
wisdom to business owners about how

best they can protect their business
assets...and their loved ones

If you'd like to talk to us about protecting
your business assets just drop us a line
at hello@hedgeslaw.co.uk or call 01491

839839

P R O T E C T I N G  Y O U  &
Y O U R  B U S I N E S S

A S S E T S  S I N C E
1 7 8 9

www.hedgeslaw.co.uk
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Zena and Kelsie are now making Beale Wildlife Park their home 
as they were introduced to the Park on Wednesday.  These Plains 
Zebras are the start of a small herd and it is hoped that a stallion 
will be introduced at some point.

“We have been waiting for the Zebra for some time,” commented 
Andrew Nicholls, Head Curator, “The delay was caused by lock down 
and all of the other restrictions that came along with it and the entire 
animal team are chuffed to bits that they are finally here.  We hope to 
hear the patter of tiny hooves at some point in the next few years as we 
are planning a breeding programme.”

The zebras are now on show to the public in the former Deer Park.

Beale Wildlife Park is open from 10am daily.  Normal admission 
applies. https://www.bealepark.org.uk/

In mid-August, further additions to the animal collection were 
made when a new group of Prairie Dogs (genus Cynomys) arrived.  
Prairie dogs are named for their habitat and warning call, which 
sounds similar to a dog's bark. 

At the same time a new herd of Wild cavies (Cavia porcellus) aka 
guinea pigs will be on show again.  

There is the new Toddler Trail which is a series of cut-out Lemurs 
which have been placed all over the Park so that younger visi-
tors can see if they can find them.  Also throughout the summer 
months and into the autumn the family discover trail changes from 
Brilliant Birds to Marvellous Mammals, Terrific Trees and Myths and 
Legends.  There is never a dull moment!

Beale Wildlife Park is open from 10am daily.  Normal admission applies.

  Beale Wildlife Park has introduced 
  two Zebras into its animal collection.
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FEET FIRST
21 St. Mary’s Street, Wallingford
Contact Gary on: 01491 825224

SHOE
REPAIRS ENGRAVING KEY

CUTTING

WATCHSTRAPS
BATTERIES

STITCHING
REPAIRS

TRAVEL GOODS
LUGGAGE

LANDLORDS
Guaranteed rent for five years?
To help vulnerable young people
live independently in Wallingford?
Your property managed by us?

Would you like:

WE'RE READY TO RENT NOW!
Seeking 1 bedroom flats in Wallingford. 
Email ypsa@connectionsupport.org.uk

connectionsupport.org.uk Charity no. 1049740

Contact  Va l  for a  conf ident ia l  
consultat ion just  £35; around  
£100 to create the LPA document .

H E L P - P E N - H A N D

 
01491 836820  |  HelpPenHand@gmail.com 

Have you a Lasting 
Power of Attorney for 
Finance and Health? 

PLEASE SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES A big thank you goes out to all the local businesses that have advertised and supported  Window on Wallingford Magazine.

Bespoke FrenchBespoke French
‘French conversation classes for adults ‘French conversation classes for adults 
(one to one tuition or group lessons). (one to one tuition or group lessons). 

Tutoring GCSE and A level French. Tutoring GCSE and A level French. 
Classes face to face or via Zoom.  Classes face to face or via Zoom.  

07737 444 350 / sandrine@bespokefrench.co.uk.07737 444 350 / sandrine@bespokefrench.co.uk.



Wallingford Museum - summer update

After much thought and assessment of current risks, 
Wallingford Museum has reluctantly decided that it is 
not possible to re-open to the public at present. Sad-
ly, we are unable to guarantee compliance with the 
present regulations for social distancing because of our 
many confined spaces and the intimate charm of our 
displays, which are the essence of the museum’s attrac-
tion. We also have many ‘hands-on’ experiences which 
cannot be safely used at present.

We will continue to assess the situation in hope that we 
may be able to open later in the year, and can assure 
everyone that we will be back in business just as soon 
as it is safe to re-open.

In the meantime we hope to be able to offer some 
guided town and castle walks with pre-booked limit-
ed numbers. Please regularly visit our website for all 
updated information. We also hope to be offering some 
new virtual glimpses of things ‘behind the scenes’ at 
the Museum, to compensate for being unable to open 
at present. 

You can be assured that our volunteers are already 
busy developing plans and ideas for next year. We hope 
to have a new model of the castle, updated displays, 
new exhibitions, and will continue with a programme 
of interactive events which were so well received last 
year. Much to look forward to!

Judy Dewey 
(Curator - Wallingford Museum)
www.wallingfordmuseum.org.uk                   

Wallingford Town Information Centre

We are pleased to announce that the Wallingford Town 
Information Centre has reopened.

While the weather is still lovely there is ample opportu-
nity to get out and enjoy the countryside.

There are many maps and routes we can offer.   Do call 
in and let us inspire you.

We also have up to date bus and train timetables and 
local information.

A reminder too that we often have lost property handed in, 
so it is worth trying us if you have recently lost something in 
and around Wallingford.

Wallingford Allotments and Gardens Society (WAGS)

It’s been a hot few weeks, quite lovely but never-ending watering in the garden and at the allotment. Lockdown 
has seen our membership surge slightly and new members have enjoyed stocking-up at our Garden Store whilst 
keeping on top of gardening and/or tending to their allotments.

WAGS run The Autumn Show at Centre 70 every year on the second Saturday in Sept  - but sadly this year we have 
decided not to go ahead. Thank you to everyone who had volunteered to organise, judge, provide catering, hire a 
stall and also thank you to the exhibitors who we hope to entice back in 2021 with a super special event for all of 
the local community to attend and support free of charge.

Our WAGS Garden Store re-opens September 5th and is open every Saturday 11am-12noon from now until the 
end of November. We close for December and January and also August. The Store is located in the car park at 
Centre 70 near the Kinecroft – car parking is available. Keep up to date with Store stock levels and notices on the 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/WallingfordAGS Membership is £4 per year per household.
We are in need of a volunteer to help out in the store, if you have an interest in growing and gardening please 
make contact with Sandra our Chairman on tel 01491 836527 or direct-message me on the Facebook page.
Jayne Page on behalf of the WAGS Committee

The Information Centre is Covid-19 compliant.  
Our hours are Monday-Friday 09.30-15.30 

(closing 12.30-1300 for lunch) 
and Saturday 09.30-13.30

We look forward to you visiting us. Tina and Sue
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We would like to invite you to

Wallingford Christian Assembly
Gospel Hall • Atwell Close • Wallingford OX10 0LJ

Tel 01491 641026  www.w-c-a.org.uk

Come and hear a message
from the Bible

Ever y Sunday 5pm - 5.45pm

Sunday School
12 noon - 1pm
Ages 4-14 yrs

Parents & Toddlers

10am -11.30am

Children’s Clubs Every Friday
Juniors 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Seniors 7.45pm - 9.30pm

‘So then faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the AIRPAL TAXIS
AIR CONDITIONED 24 HOUR SERVICE

AIRPORTS-LONDON-ANYWHERE
BUSINESS or PLEASURE

07862 721698
01491 260784
richpal@talktalk.net

A multitude of varieties & colours 
of bedding, basket, border and 

patio plants all grown on the nursery

Autumn Season Sept - Nov • Open 7 days a week 10am - 5pm
142a Wantage Road, Wallingford, OX10 0LU.

01491 833 831  www.purelyplants.co.uk

Busy Baskets 
Nursery 
trading as:

Best selection of
Winter/Spring 

flowering Pansies
Basket & Container 

Planting Service

Wallingford Methodist Church
St Leonard’s Square

www.wallingfordmethodistchurch.org.uk

Sunday Worship 10.30 am and 6.30 pm.
Junior Church and Creche at 10.30 am.

EVERYONE WELCOME

�ursdays 10.30 - 12.00 
Call in for co�ee and a chat

For details of other activities, including mid-week prayer & house 
groups, please contact our minister, Rev. Jocelyn Bennett

Telephone: 01235 813242

All Makes Servicing and MOT's
Parts & Accessories
Air Con Re-Gas
Courtesy Car
Batteries & Tyres
4 Wheel Laser Tracking

Contact us for a free 
consultation:

Your local Audio Visual integrator 
offering expertise, training and 

hands-on support

Product Supply • Installation
Project Management

System Design • Technical Support
Maintenance • Services

Dynamic Digital Signage

@SPCGroupavservices

SPC Group AV Services

@spcgroup_avservices

01491 651392          

sales@spcgroup.co.uk

www.spcgroup.co.uk
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Let’s get Haktive!
Haktive is a Wallingford based initiative whose goal is to em-
power and inspire families to be more active and play together.

Haktive works with schools across Oxfordshire to both encourage 
families to play together and also by empowering primary teachers 
to deliver high quality Physical Education opportunities.

During the covid lockdown we created and freely shared over 120 
challenges and activities to help keep children active and engaged 
at home. These are still available : www.Haktive.com/at-home

Our ongoing series of books and Haktive equipment bags encap-
sulate the active ideas from 20 years experience of teaching PE, 
volunteering and playing active games with children.

Every little bit of activity will 
help their well being and yours.
So go ahead, take a look and 
see if you can do the 
challenges too?  
Haktive.com
Stay safe, stay active,
Emma
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Bridge is the best card game, and most widely played, in the World, how-
ever, during Covid we cannot play with real cards.
Wallingford Bridge Club plan to run online beginners’ lessons, starting on 
8 September, which they are kindly offering to residents of nearby villag-
es and towns since, from the comfort of your own home, distance is not 
a consideration. In fact, a bonus is the saving in travelling costs and time. 
We are very fortunate to have such a thriving bridge club with over 400 
members, in fact the 20th largest in the country. This enables us to offer 
sessions for all levels of players at many different times during the week.

The lessons will be on Tuesdays from 10am to 12 noon or from 7 to 
9pm.  Classes will be limited to 12.  The cost will be £100 per 10 week 
term.  To enrol, please contact joanmbennett@hotmail.co.uk, or tele-
phone Joan on 07548 782 538 or 01491 579795 if you would like to dis-
cuss. We will use a mix of Zoom(I am sure that you have all learned how 
to use this during lockdown), and BridgeBaseOnline(BBO). This allows 
us to play at ‘pretend’ or ‘virtual’ tables’, so that you get the feel of really 
playing. We will teach you how to use this.

When we are allowed to play with real cards, 
most of us will be thrilled, but some may prefer 
to continue on line and avoiding the travelling. 
You may also wish to play online with friends 
from different parts of the country, or the World. 
A completely new concept forced on us by Covid.

When we can meet face to face, our venue is the 
Berrick and Roke Village Hall, a lovely facility where 
we can have competitions as well as regular play. 

If you have often thought about playing, give it 
a go. Come on your own or with a friend, which 
is always more fun.                              Joan Bennett

Want To Learn Bridge?  This Could Be The Perfect Time!

The Corn Exchange Theatre 
The Corn Exchange Theatre is hoping to reopen the 
cinema on Saturday 26th September, subject to the 
government guidelines in place at the time. On this 
night we will be showing a free film as a welcome 
gesture to our loyal patrons. 

Please check our website www.cornexchange.org.uk 
for further details, booking information and safety 
guidelines in place. 



We are so lucky in the Wallingford area to have the 
River Thames on our doorstep, and what better way 
to spend a sultry summer evening than sitting on 
the decking of a riverside restaurant sipping a  glass 
of chilled white wine.  My husband and I enjoyed 
this extremely pleasant experience on one of the 
warmest evenings of the year when we dined at Don 
Giovanni Riverside Restaurant in Goring recently.  
Known for many years as The Leatherne Bottel, it was 
relaunched by the Santelia family as Don Giovanni 
in April 2019. Erasmo Santelia now manages the res-
taurant and has introduced a menu based on classic 
and revisited Italian dishes from his homeland, 
particularly from the Amalfi area.

We arrived at the restaurant just as the sun was slow-
ly setting over the far bank and most of the wooden 
tables outside were full, though well spaced out to 
follow social distancing rules.  Although there are 
plenty of tables inside the restaurant, that evening 
everyone was outside enjoying the fine weather and 
glorious sunset. Diners sit under large umbrellas, 
and wool wraps are thoughtfully provided on each 
chair in case the evening turns cool.  As the sun goes 
down, lights and lanterns are lit around the garden 
creating a very romantic atmosphere. 

There are very few places on the river with such a 
beautiful setting.  On the bank opposite, Canada 
Geese and ducks were quietly settling down (we 
thought) for the night.  More about this later! Several 
boats went past, including a couple of intrepid paddle 
boarders, making the most of the light before sunset.  
During the day diners can enjoy watching the sailing 
dinghies on the river from Goring Yacht Club, which 
is just next door.  Don Giovanni welcomes the whole 
family in the traditional Italian way.  One perk for 
visitors to the restaurant is the free boat mooring on 
the riverbank.  Just call Don Giovanni beforehand and 
you will have a space reserved, where you can moor 
all day or all night if you are dining in the restaurant.

Erasmo brought us two glasses of Sauvignon Grave 
Friuli to sip while we looked through the extensive 
menu and wine list while quiet music played in the 
background.

The waiters are friendly and knowledgable about the 
menu and will happily talk through the various dishes 
with you.  Typically Italian, there are plenty of dishes 
to choose from, from Antipasti, to Pasta (either starter 
or main course), Fish and Meat.  I chose Prosciutto e 
Melone (finest Parma ham with melon and marinated 
artichokes) to start as a light dish as I wanted to try their 
Fillet Steak as my main course.  My husband chose the 
Carpaccio di Tonno (thin slices of fresh tuna marinated 
in olive oil, lemon juice, capers and peppercorns served 
with rocket and cherry tomatoes).  Before the starters 
arrived we were brought a plate of olives and crostini 
with fresh tomatoes and olive oil. My Prosciutto e Melone 
was beautifully presented on a large plate, very fresh and 
plentiful.  The Carpaccio di Tonno looked delicious and 
was also a good sized portion.  So much for a light start-
er!  We asked Erasmo’s advice on a red wine to go with 
my Filetto al Gorgonzola but my husband stuck with the 
white Sauvignon as he had chosen Scialatielli Carbonara 
to follow. Erasmo’s recommendation of a glass of Nero 
D’avola, a robust red, went very well with my steak which 
was cooked to perfection in a lovely Gorgonzola sauce, 
just rich enough to taste the cheese but not too rich to 
overpower the delicacy of the meat.  It was served with 
a portion of crunchy Zucchini Fritti and a few roasted 
potato wedges, with rosemary.  Scialatielli is a traditional 
hand made short thick pasta typical of Campania par-
ticularly the Amalfi region and Don Giovanni serve it in 
several ways, either with scampi, lobster and prawns in a 
provincial sauce, as a carbonara, or with mixed shellfish, 
white wine, parsley and garlic.  My husband declared 
it was one of the best carbonara he had tasted.  I was 
already in seventh heaven enjoying my steak!

Don Giovanni at The Leatherne 
Bottel, Goring on Thames
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Corinne & Mouse Welcome you. 

The Street, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell, Oxfordshire OX10 0RT

01491 837 373
www.redlionbrightwell.co.uk

FB: RedLionBrightwellcumSotwell

Great food, fine local ales and a
warm welcome await at the Royal
Standard pub,  along with Sky and

BT Sports so you can follow all the
latest sports action

Probably the best
Sunday Roast in town!

Call 01491 599105  
royalstandardwallingford.co.uk

Wallingford’s Royal: Anything but Standard!

I usually only manage two courses, but I was tempted with a dessert of home made 
Panna Cotta with a blueberry sauce.  I was not disappointed, the creamy Panna Cotta 
was superb, although my husband ‘helped me out’ by eating half of it!

As we sat back enjoying the atmosphere we were about to experience an incredible
 natural phenomena.  As the river became quiet after the day’s sailors had gone home, 
all the geese and ducks which had been sitting quietly on the opposite bank, suddenly 
took to the water amid a crescendo of squawking and quacking.  As we watched spellbound more flocks of geese flew 
in low over the river and landed in the water until there must have been hundreds of birds right in front of the restau-
rant making a tremendous noise which went on for at least fifteen minutes. It was as if the birds were claiming back 
the river for themselves. One of the waiters told us this happens every night at about the same time, around 9.30pm, 
and nobody yet has worked out why!  This was an amazing end to a wonderful evening.

R I V E R S I D E   R E S T A U R A N T   &    E V E N T  V E N U E

Don Giovanni at The Leatherne Bottel
Bridleway, Goring RG8 0HS

reservations: info@leathernebottel.co.uk
Tel: 01491 872667

Lunch Monday - Sunday 12.00-3.00, Dinner Monday - Saturday 6.00-11.00

 
28 High Street, Wallingford  

 01491 832807      shellfishcow.co.uk 
News & Specials - Follow us on facebook 

28 High Street, Wallingford
shellfishcow.co.uk       01491 832 807  

wallingford@shellfishcow.co.uk
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Like the idea of Boating
on the river

Fancy a picnic or a pub lunch 
somewhere on the Thames.

Hire a Silent electric boat from
The Boathouse pub, Wallingford

We Open from Easter Weekend.
For more information or to book.

www.pureboating.co.uk

Pure Fun

si

VOLUNTEERS 
N E E D E D 
AND LOCAL JOBS

For more general help see our website www.citizensadvice.org.
uk, call Citizens Advice Adviceline on 0300 3309 042 or come 

and see us in person. For locations of offices and opening hours 
visitwww.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/oxfordshire-south-vale

Citizens Advice campaigns hit the target in 2019
People often see Citizens Advice as a “quick fix” centre, rather like 
the garage that changes your car tyres – you pop into our office 
or ring Adviceline or you check the facts on our comprehensive 
website.  But there’s more to Citizens Advice than quick fixes. 

“Research and Campaigns” (R and C) is a part of Citizens Advice 
with a different task, a long-term one that demands much effort 
and patience. It has the job of collecting evidence on emerging 
social problems and then directly petitioning the people or organ-
izations - including ministers, local MPs and government depart-
ments - that have the power to solve or alleviate them.

These campaigns have been remarkably successful, often mak-
ing use of the media to put their point across. In 2019 R and C 
contributed to the surge of action that led to the scrapping of 
tenant fees. It also submitted a “super-complaint” on the Loyalty 
Penalty, whereby long-standing customers in some services (e.g. 
insurance) often end up paying more than new customers for the 
same service. Noting the rise in demand for food vouchers, R and C 
highlighted the issue of pressure on household budgets because 
of slow payment schedules for Universal Credit. R and C also issues 
occasional publications such as “Putting the house in order”, which 
described failings in the housing market. 

Would you like to become one of these dedicated and 
hard-working volunteers, or work for us in a different role? 

Visit www.caox.org.uk/volunteer for further details.

Have you considered having a Water Flosser? 
Sometimes called an Oral Irrigator.  This is, as the name suggests, a 
tool for removing food and plaque from between the teeth;  similar to 
the equipment used by a hygienist but one that we can use at home.

I checked with Mr Paterson at the Dental Practice in St Leonard’s 
Square and he was keen to support the use of this equipment.  He 
said “ a while ago this equipment was popular and then it seemed to 
die out.” Now it’s back again and his comment to me was “Get it out of 
the box and use it”.

It is readily available online and from High Street stores such as Boots.
It cleans between the teeth and below the gum line to remove up to 
99.9% of plaque from treated areas.  Prices vary so shop around.

Are you receiving Telephone Calls and Mail that you 
don’t want?
It can be very irritating to struggle to answer the phone only to find 
it is a call of no interest to you.  Also we get quantities of junk mail 
which then fill up our green bins!

The Mailing Preference Service (MPS) is a free service to enable you to 
have your name and home address in the UK removed from lists used 
by the industry.  Register on the MPS website www.mpsonline.org.uk 
or call 0207 291 3310.

The Telephone Preference Service (TPS) is a free service to help stop 
marketing phone calls coming into your home.   It is a legal require-
ment that all organisations (charities, voluntary organisations and 
political parties included) do not make calls to numbers registered on 
the TPS unless they have your consent to do so.
If you get a call asking you to pay to renew your TPS registration at a 
cost, this is a scam.  It is free.
Register on the TPS website www.tpsonline.org.uk 
or call 0345 070 0707.                                                                           Val Wolsey

01491 377272 
Unit 12, Bushell Business Estate, Lester Way, 

Wallingford, OX10 9DD 

showroom@wallingfordtilesandbathrooms.co.uk 

Summer Offers! 
Call Now! 

 Providing immediate savings on energy costs
 Future proofing against rising energy costs
 Benefiting from the Smart Export Guarantee

(payments made on what you actually export)
 Battery backup to keep your lights on
 Never so affordable

For independent advice and free quotation, please
contact Paul on:

01491 836065, 07717 004240 or through our web
site at www.simssolar.co.uk

Sims Solar
Your local MCS accredited installer of

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) and Battery Storage Systems

jessicasjars1


